
Teaching Reading at 
Wilson Stuart

Pathway Overviews



Eyfs pathway



Reading in the EYFS

Pre phonics/Phonics -Listening 
games/Bucket time/RWI

Continuous promotion of the love 
of reading

Role Play – Story props, 
Puppets, small world.

Providing opportunities for 
books to be part of ongoing 
play e.g. cookbooks in Role 

Play.

Individualised memory 
books – Stars of their 

own story

Story Based Curriculum – Rich 
texts carefully selected Communication Books Positive Print Environment Symbol Use in the 

Environment
Communication 
Development

Activities based around 
stories – Bringing stories to 

life!
Verbal Storytelling

Linked Songs, Rhymes and 
additional texts to support 

understanding.

Variety of texts 
within promote rich range 

of vocabulary.

An engaging and appealing 
book area.



Props and 
Activities linked to texts



Warm, Cosy and 
inviting Reading 

areas
Memory Books

Activity Books – on the Farm



Props and 
Activities linked to 

texts



Inspire Pathway
Reading with the senses = 

accessible reading

25.1.23



Intentions

• To develop the prerequisites to reading.

• To explore reading through our senses to enhance communication and learning

• To offer opportunities for enjoyment through inclusive reading.

• To develop social interactions through meaningful experiences of reading. 

• To encompass a “Total Communication” approach to reading.



What is STORYSHARING®?
A way of supporting children and young people to recall and share personal, real 

life experiences 

Collaborative – telling with the learners 

SUPPORTING emotional well being, communication and building confidence.

© Nicola Grove 2021



Massage stories

Offers a fun and fully inclusive way of combining the creativity of story, song and rhyme with the benefits of positive touch .

10 strokes used to illustrate the story. Each line of the story has a stroke associated to it. 

Each stroke has a name, symbol, and a simple action. This means that the massage stories can be easily shared, enjoyed and re peated at 
school and home.

Benefits include: develop relationships, relaxation, engagement, communication, interaction, anticipation, time for calm acti vities, feel good 
hormones released (oxytocin), develop self worth ( 1:1 time sharing), increased levels of alertness, reduce aggression and hy peractivity.

Can include props

Information: https://www.storymassage.co.uk/ 

All touch types are on the common located: O:\21-22\Departments\PMLD\Curriculum\Communication & social 
Interaction\Massage communication

https://www.storymassage.co.uk/


Sensory stories

Simple narratives using a mixture of text and 
complimentary sensory experiences

Brief text supported by sensory stimuli

The text is typically less than 10 sentences 

No limit to what they are about or who they are for

Gather resources related to each sentence to explore as you go through the story

Information: https://www.thesensoryprojects.co.uk/sensory-stories  

https://www.thechildrenstrust.org.uk/virtual-learning/sensory-stories 

Bag Books

ADDITIONAL READING OPS: symbols on big macs, daily routine power point, OOR, 
PODD, Communication books.

https://www.thesensoryprojects.co.uk/sensory-stories
https://www.thechildrenstrust.org.uk/virtual-learning/sensory-stories


Explore Pathway



To develop the prerequisites 
to reading through a range 
of approaches in the pursuit 

of meaning 

To increase communication 
and language through a 
rich variety of reading 

vocabulary.

To offer opportunities for 
enjoyment through 
inclusive reading

To develop social 
interactions 

A  “Total Communication” 
approach to reading.

To apply a consistent and 
cross curricular approach 

to reading.

READING INTENTIONS for Explore Pathway



Cross-curricular thematic stories, poems, songs and 
rhymes, Story sacks, Symbolised reading books, Story 

sharing, Sensory stories, Symbolised sentence makers, 
Books without words, Audio stories, Digital stories, Photo 

books (family, routines, visits).

This may include Response to books & text, Name 
writing, Matching symbols/ photos, Reading for meaning, 
High frequency words, Matching photos to words, Phonics, 

Social sight signs, Menus, Recognising symbols in the 
widest sense, Timetables, Accessing ICT, ‘typing’ depending 

on individual ability.

Shared through:



EXAMPLES



Sensory book I6



Home reading 
book - I7



Home reading 
book - B1



Reading book - B2



Home reading 
book - B3



Home reading 
book - B4A1



How it may look in WS 
semi formal 

Sight reading
Functional reading – 
reading of signs and 

logos in the environment

Symbols – ALD, 
communication books, 

visual timetables
Sensory stories

Reading sessions – reading 
for pleasure – sharing stories 

with adults or peers

Home readers and 
reading diaries

Lanyards – symbols and 
high frequency words Name recognition

Interventions where 
appropriate for individuals 
that may involve phonics 

scheme



Primary challenge

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

https://www.picpedia.org/highway-signs/c/challenge.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


Primary Phonics
Phonic sessions five times a week which focuses on reading by decoding phonetically plausible words.

Encourages children to recognise "red" words (words that children cannot sound out)



Phonics
When children are reading, they are given opportunities to demonstrate what they have learnt 
by answering comprehension questions which mainly focus on prediction, retrieval and 
inference.

1. What was wrong with Egg 6?
2. How did mama hen feel?
3. What do you think is going to hatch out of the egg?

Those children that have finished the RWI programme will be given 
different texts within different genres and will have additional 
comprehension work as well as vocab work to help them further 
understand what they are reading.



Phonics
When children are reading, they are given opportunities to demonstrate what they have learnt 
by answering comprehension questions which mainly focus on prediction, retrieval and 
inference.

1. What was wrong with Egg 6?
2. How did mama hen feel?
3. What do you think is going to hatch out of the egg?

Those children that have finished the RWI programme will be given 
different texts within different genres and will have additional 
comprehension work as well as vocab work to help them further 
understand what they are reading.



Reading skills
• Identifying different logos and symbols.
• Using predictions from the pictures and what has been read so far.
• Describes characters, settings and events
• Read texts that are consistent with their developing phonic knowledge.
• Making inferences
• Clarifying the meaning of new words, linking new meanings to known 

vocabulary.



Reading through the curriculum
• Class Text (Love of Reading sessions)
• Class English Text (based on theme)
• Opportunities to read to each other during Love of Reading
• Opportunities to read instructions in maths/science etc
• Use of communication aids.



Secondary 
challenge 



Secondary Phonics

• Learning a new speed sound and being able to identify the 
sound in new words. These words will be recapped 
frequently so that fluency and speed increases.

• Reading a book that has been matched to their reading level 
with RWI to help increase fluency and identify the sounds 
that they have been working on.



Challenge pathway reading skills
 Challenge 4              Challenge 1

1. Comprehension    Literal            Metaphorical

2. Vocabulary/Word  Decode simple words        Read and understand all texts

    Recognition/Phonics

3. Grammar/ Simple sentence structure     Analyse text structure 

Punctuation

 LOVE OF READING



Flavour of the Texts

Challenge 1 – GCSE English 
Language and English Literature 

and also Step up to English 
(Entry 1-3)

‘An Inspector Calls’, ‘Romeo and 
Juliet’, ‘Stone Cold’

Challenge 2 – Rumaysa and 
Rumaysa Ever After, non-fiction 
news articles around challenging 

stereotypes of disability

Challenge 3 – ‘The Iron Man’, 
Boy 87, The Fastest Boy in the 
World,  ‘A Midsummer Night’s 

Dream’, Rumaysa

Challenge 4 – Comic books, ‘The 
World’s Worst Children’, verse 

from Shakespeare, Cicada



Believe pathway



Believe pathway

Believe 1 – Formal accreditation Resit GCSE English 
Language and Step up to English (if appropriate)Believe

Love of Reading Library session every weekBelieve

Read novels and stories as part of Love of Reading and 
reading curriculumRead



Whole school 
reading literary 

focus



Nature



books
• Bees: A lift-the-flap eco book by Carmen Saldana
• Hidden Planet by Ben Rothery
• Ladybird Audio Adventures: The Animal Kingdom
• It starts with a seed by Laura Knowles

• Little People Big Dreams: David Attenborough
• Tiger, Tiger Burning Bright by Britta Teckentrup and Fiona Waters

• The Green Planet by Leisa Stewart-Sharpe and Kim South

• Do you love exploring by Matt Robinson

• There will be a performance throughout the 
day

• Not completely off timetable.

• Activities on the Common area

• Competition for the best upcycled costume.

• Competition for the best eco/nature fictional 
character
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